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As tb the killing of Baker by the Indiana at Marlinton, I have several 
J 17,98 b90n told Captain Joel Hill, who woe a eon of Richard Hill. He said 
it was on a Sabboth morning and Richard Hill and Baker started to the river to 
take a swim. Hill was in front of Baker. Whan Hr. Hill came to the fence, he 
put one hand on the fence and jumped over. When Ur. Baker put his hand on the 
fence, the Indian shot him through the breast. The Indian then threw his hatchet 
at Hill and missed his head. Hill leaped back over the fence. Baker sank down 
i= . /«»=. corn.r and „t,d Hill hot to laave hi.. Hill rao to th. houa. „d 

"”t ‘° g ‘* h ” E “- Th * =i«atf.g op a„d had „„ v , a th , gmm fr0B 

tho plao. th.y o.aally k.pt, „d h , „ ula „ rt hi> ^ 

1 ..all boy by th, of Slator , gun hi= hMl>i ai> Hlu 

tr ‘" t "‘" “ fr ” hl “- «* - • b W oo,io fit and h.ld 

tba -bil. Hill .™ 5 ,p out „„ the floor _ for somtim ^ ^ 

Could wrench the gun from Slater. 

. jr.r° ” 5nti " th ° indim h,d 

6 »“>*• U. uod.o th, f Mf , „d scalped 

w zrz; :rr~ he . - 

“” a,r t6e tuk » f *•— TZ p oTollZr' Indi “ w hlaieo 

R* Dunlap 

p onca City, Oklahoma. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

CHAPTER 4 - Section 2 ?a 

„ Kere toe Indians who caused the 
The Shawnees were t e Tb ere 

, 1B the Greenbrier ''alley the moat trouble. 

S " me when a Greenbrier Valley man would not 

was hardly a tim bloody nuisance 

shoot a Shawnee on sight and they were a mo bl , ^ 

When our ancestors were trying to raise a patch 

the rich lands here in the old days. The fac tha 

Shawnees were in the east and the west too is due ~ 

f aot that they were split into two tribes. The trl e 

lived east of the mountains in the Tennessee country was 

foroed north by their enemies and they were sometimes after 

that found with towns at Winchester, in the Talley of 

Virginia and different places in Pennslyvania. This 

eastern tribe in moving iooand from the settlements at 

Winchester and eastern Pennsylvania had to traverse West 

Virginia. They would have to cross Seneca Trail or Warrior a 

Hoad which runs through Pocahontas County, and the military 

town of the Iroquois at Mingo Plats, Randolph County, lay in 

their line of travel and that is the occasion of the corrupting 

of that place ana making the garrison traitor to the Pive 


Nations. 

The Senecas, the last trihe to join the Five Nations, 
was the highest type of Indians in this section or the country. 
When they joined the Five Nations, they refused to give up 
their arms and were made the police force of the Iroquoise 
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nations, and .apt to themselves the department of and 

foreign affairs. The part of this country whioh is now 
Pocahontas County was kept by the Senecas. They gave up 
cannibalism but clung to their military life. That is the 
reason that the great military road that ran through the 
county seventy miles was known as the Seneca Trail rather than 
the Iroquois road. This road was probably the most remark¬ 
able road in America at the earliest date that history records. 

It led from New York to Georgia and was about five hundred 
miles long. It passed through Elkins and turned tnere to 
follow up theTygarts Valley, crossing over the waters of Elk 
River at Mingo, over Elk fountain at Edray, down Indian Draft 
and through Marlinton, winding to the west of Hillsboro, and 
coming along Droop Mountain to cross the Greenbrier River neaf 
the^county line between Greenbrier and Pocahontas. It was so 

important a highway that in the French and Indian waa, the first 

main 

activity west of the Allegheny was to establish a garrison of 
soldiers ar Marlin Bottom, now Marlinton, to watch that road, 
not against the Five Nations, but against the Shawnees and 
other allies of the French. 


Flint is very plentiful in Pocahontas County. It 

is likely that the northwest Indians from as far north as 

Ohio and Marshall bounties found it convenient to send 

their young men to this county to get flint. On Stamping 

Creek, near Mill Point, on the farm of Tom Beard and about 

one-half mile back or his residence, is a fine blue grass 

pasture. Here there ere several hundred of the pits. Here 
1‘lso was Pocahontas County’s oldest industry. The red men came 


l.'olle Y. McLau/jhlin 


from the rar counties with their spades made irom the an 
of deer, elk and moose, staked their claim?,worked them 
carried back to the flint workers the precious nodules secured 
by the expedition. It seems remarkaDle that Indians would 
travel two hundred miles for flint when they were within two 
thousand feet of it at home. But this is explained by “he 
fact that it was two thousand feet straight down in the ground, 
and that they had to follow the streams on the surface of the 
earth until they found a place where it was within digging 
distance. To see the flint pit of Pocahontas, get permission 
from Tom Beard, go in the Stamping Creek gateway road, circle 
the high grassy knoll and there you are. It is a beautiful 
place and the workings are well defined and easily identified. 
Flint was invaluable to the Indians. They had no iron. To get 
edged toils that could be used as knives, as weapons, and as 
augers, it was necessary to get flint, and if he lived rar 
away then expeditions had to be made to go after it or it 
would have to come to the tribe in the course of trade. The 
Indians were not afflicted with hair on the race as are tne 
palefaces,yet without flint they would have presented a hairy 
appearance. They not only shaved their faces with it but also 
tne skull, leaving a scalp lock lor the benefit of anyone who 
would take it. The gimlet was a common instrument from rlint. 
The handles were wood attached tb the flint blades by rawhide 
put cn wet and which bound it like iron when it had dried. 
Historians agree that hone was used for the shaping of arrow 
heads and knives and other manufactured articles. They had 
ano.her set of tools called awes and these were used to reduce 
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f " e : ' llat t0 rra « IDen ^‘ These axes or tomahawks as they are 

inaae i rom greenstone or diorite, an igneous 
‘ormed by f-reat hnnt ^ 


-ae irom greenstone or diorite, an igneous 

rook formed by great heat. The A( i.» a 

me edges were rorraed by grinding 

and were very hard. 

From .11- that remains or the former presence or Indian: 

in our region, they never occupied it a. * , 

piea it as a place of fixed 
permanent habitation but #»„„ + 

, Ut f ° r t0I "P°rary resort in late Spring 

" Uim6r> ^ e8rly The listing traces of Indian 

r” “ been a rent. „ ^ver 

moat \::T° n ’ "” a M tiS 013 Mel4 ^ or ^ are round 
most that remains now indi* 0 +< r 

TOe most interesting trees or Z kindT^""* ° O0UP8n ° 7 - 
m a meadow near Gib 9UeStion iS f ° und 

?r ** •* ** *-- 

186 » wiu. a 01bson and tak meaa ” Kas al —* about 

—t patohes or 

° lbSM tad "« worked at lB aU his J"' ^ ^ fflUla “ 

7 PUt 1D —• a — appeared aJu t ' 13,7 " ^ 

rmed ° f a StI an 8 e grass that grows or H ^ aia08t9r - 

"' 1&Ce elS6 * *■ Gibson said that i \ ^ ^ **** ^ ® ny 

1D *■“«• The olrole i 3 22 2 —■ - 

in «>• •-* or mutually 222 118Uras r8presantin « 

ri «—the yellow rattler-symboii/ ® 0til ^ 

t7Plflaa —as; both eombine 1,10 “« k 

m6ht °" d ^ ood mustratea 198 ~ 

th8 hUnt0rS *°«* assemble to ^ ° f ««• Here 

ayeterious deity, upoj , wh 6 ‘ h * — or that 

8 con ^ en Piated pursuit of 


game 



that 

so essential to their subsistence and or their squaws and 
papooses, depended. Or if about to go on the war path, the 
braves would rally here as a rendevous, and with their dark and 
bloody rites and ceremonial dances performed within or around 
this circle would seek to placate the sa^me mysterious power 
for success over their enemies in the pending battles. There 
was quite a contrast between the aims emd purposes of the 
Indians and pioneers, especially the Sfewnees. With them 
mere subsistence in the easiest way was the paramount question at 
issue, and for such a purpose no region, surpassed this for their 
uses. The county abounded in all kimds or wild game and tne 
streams were alive with fish. My father was a small Doy about 
sir years old at the outbreak of the Civil War. He lived at 
the old Inn at Travelers Repose at the iead of the Greenbrier 
River. I have heard him tell many times of going out before 
breakfast and catching a bushel of mountain trout. 

None of the 110 Colonial Indian Ports autnorized by 
the assembly- 1750-1770 - were in Pocai on tas County. The 
reason for that being that it was on -astern waters. But there 
was a rort sailed Ft. Greenbrier located at liarimton, Kith 0 
garrison or about 200 net about 1704. There were three Indian 
garrison towns in Pocahontas County ( at Jim Gibson's on 

six, one at tarllnton, but I have not been able to locate the 
other one. It was somewhere in the low Br eQd or t „, County> 

Tbe Indians used very raw co OMng U t enslis „ hlle oq 
t»ese expeditions. Their gane Kas roaste4 _ ^ 
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stlclcs or poles in very much +h« 

y mucn the same wav t-ho* 

our meats today. * We 0arbac “e 

CalVin Price » ^itor or the Pocah 
snowed me Ms =oll eotlon of p a “». 

ttat be bad about twenty thousand or the / ^ ^ 1014 

about twelve thousand. Ee has th ” ^ " 8 '° 367 

"* ,T “ 7 imaginable p i ace . ^ " Pa °* e4 ln bar " 1 < 1 . a«weer 

hundred or them on di ST ,i ’ 1 cou:rso ' has several 

display ln tia Tlmes 

see them. Most or these . 16 Tisit °rs ma 

has some from all 0 v sr tlJ ^ 10Un4 ar ° Und “ arlint on But he 
101 oe t0 satalogue all 0 , th ^^ B ° Ul4 68 possible 

VBry ”“»“** •*>. great Tin ^ ^ 164103 

tMngS he haa «« hundreds or arrow h WOrtonSillP - —8 the 
- - Court .ou^v^ I” 0 ” SS ' 3 «“ — -nd 

1O0eUa - • PdPa round at the 1 ‘ 3X3 « 

- greenstone a j I I 11100 ^ to 

LUUa 10 me the """ **" ***■ - the 

ttat I 5aK „ as 0<>Et ibterestlng or air t ae 

*« not have the ’ *■ Pip.. today ^ 

«* — and on on - «■ It ^ ” 

la a «ou, end th 6 Slde Were Mne s “ ali straight ^ 

rc„bd near «’"*• ° 7 «-u Ibe «“« 

^borvale. m h ere w as another m 

^ *« Clinton and 1,1616 8 *-nty inch 

^ -ms. „ * ta “ Indians used t 

f '«*<>. but “ 13 al “°« iapossiojg tQ d 64 IO *>“* out 

> ^ forte th y ° aa lDteraa ‘ed i n Ia . 50111)8 *“« oou, 

- ^eir time wh Iaaia a re.u C5 T 

—e a„d ha^ ^ CountJ^ 

iooJc at this o ,, 3 10 go to 

ffiMSmUmarn^ ■*> »• 


Lee- 
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sticks or poles Ip very much the same way «, at „ e t , arbaou0 
our meats today. 

to. Calvin Price, Bditor or the Pocahontas Times 
snowed me his collection or Xndian relics today. Ee I0l4 

that he had shout twenty thousand or them hut ror me to say 
Shout twelve thousand. He hee them packed m barrels, draweers 
nd every finable place. ta4 , or course, he has several 

rr tr uspiay in the tibss ° m ~ *»• — 

OI these were round around Marlinxon out he 

I 5 SM ; 011 — » -Id oe impossible 

to catalogue ell of them. Some or th 

oume or zhese relicq 

r skill m workmanship mo t 

th “ 8S ^ iSS »« *»*.«. or arrow hea4s . - * 

sear the Court BousTT^X,.. ' Sh °' el round 


»« the Court BousT^n, 
lobelia a plD 

, P Pe round at ‘he Hamilton Pielo 

Barlmton, a greenstone are round „ T “ 

little Levels To J ° hn *n the 

F me tft e most interest-inrv 

that I saw was a pipe M t 8 ° f 811 tne re lics 

P p ’ not unlike the nines 

414 Mt the long stem. It , ei ° ept “ 

polished and on one side were m 00 64 83 ^ ^ mlghI naVe &eeI 

in S SI0UP aM tte.. groups or theV” 81 ' 

° Ma J-rborvale. Ti en aaotl >« Pipe 

*"“* lp “Ufllhton, and the 616 ^ lE ° h *“**• 

— it ls alfflQ 7 *“ lD4iana — to P o una out 

of - - -~ r;:rr to —- 

a ““ worth their time, when 1 ^ » -id 

°" l0a - lave a Xoc^lT^ *> to 

this collection and Mr. 



c*. li*40 


^c-Laufihlin 
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?ric© is always most kind about showing and explaining about them, 
^he late Andrew Price in some of his writings for the W. Va. 
historical Society said that he had picked up as many as fifty 
arrow heads while plowing his garden. His garden lies along 
the Seneca Trail or Warriors Hoad as the Indians called it. 


material fro m ; 

--.rtides written by the late Andrew Price, Pres, of the West 
Va. Historical Society and published in the West Va. Legis¬ 
lative Hand book for 1926 and 1928 . 

Sistory of Pocahontas Co. by Dr. Wm. T. Price 
Withers Chronicles of Border Warfare. 

information from Calvin Price, Editor of PooaWae Timea. 






POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 


CHAPTER 4 - Section I 


I have been unable to rind any evidence or Tacts 
to show that there were any people in this county previous 
to the Indians. Mr. Douglas McNeill, Principal of the 
l.arlinton High School, tells me that he has spent a great 
deal of time and study on this question and he thinks it 
quite unlikely that there were any Mound Builders here 
except on Hunting expeditions, as they were agriculturists 
and this county at that time was not suited to their 
pursuits. However, Mr. McNeill says he knows or two 
mounds in this comity but he could not say ror sure whether 
they were built by the Mound Builders or the Indians. One 
or these mounds is on the See farm about a mile from 
Uarlinton, and the other is on his farm about two miles 
from Buckeye. They one on his farm ha eroavated last 
summer. They found no sign that it had ever been used 

“ 3 bUr101 ™’ bUt th0 * «>* some ancient money, 
his money may have been used by the Mound Builders or 
it may have have been Indian money. T h i s ho neTer 
been able to find out about. 
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valleys tnere is na rcuy a 


scattered up and aowii tp.ese 
of nr.y Red-.Man. ever having ventured in 


o the dense, mountain 


Cf fc r he rionerous camp sites ;usea by the I 
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rs to have been on th.e..._si te . of Marl in ton 


Gians 


like the Wfti'te lien who followed them, found living easiest 


on the broad flats at the mouths of 


7or this reason 


oeyno. s 


towns or villages. Remains of another cam:; 
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e found, on .Old J’ield. Fori near the mouth cf 


Cloverliok Creel 


he famous I!a 


v;as discovered by William Gibson in 1660 af 
a flfeld of .dense , : laur.e;l and. alder brush.. W. 
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in diameter 


appeared; formed : of 


middle west but 
or. -Indian lore, a 
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net reveals the Ir.di 


success io,. of 
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